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NEW YORK—The worldwide Eng-
lish language rights to the memoirs of
Natalya Reshetovskaya, the first wife
of Alexander-Solzhenitsym, have been.
purchased by Bobba-Merrill, which wil}

publish the yet untitled book next Feh-"

ruary. It will be published. in Moscow
a3 “Arguing with. Time” in.October-

and has recently been sold for pubhc -

tion in Japan. ;.-

Anatoly ‘,Il-:rtcman head of Novostx

Press Azency office in Washinztonr of-

fered the memoirs for sale:for one .
week in the United States. On Friday, |
he signed the contract with Bobbs-Mer-

rill for an advance described as “a fair
amount” by Tom  Gervasi, managmrr
editor at Bobbs-Merriil.

‘Gervasi, who reads RBussian, recewed

the manuseript last -Monday.-He- sa1d
he stayed up all. night reading it and
rade his bid last Tuesday morning.
Novosti had also .offered the- manu-

sceript to Quadrancle Douoleday, NIac- .

raillan and Intext.

teshetovskaya  is
teaches at the university in . Moscow.

"She speaks some English and i5 free to

come here to promote the- publication - :

of her hook. The pubhshel plans to

brinz her here. in ebruat’y
T'ha bhook
memoir or Reaherovskayas 30-year:

marriage to Solznemtsyn which ended

in 19689, They met in their late teens |

and she was a bride at 18. Gervasi de-

_seribed the tone of her fext as Syery

nersuasive” and said that the bookisa

nsychological study of the | man, “he el
lieves it is.nft an attempt to- dewlue
Solzhenitsyn’s reputation. - -

Ife said the author does make Sol-

Lhemtwn appear to be an impossible
auman being at times and very ego-
muniacal, “The- personality portrait is
on2 yvou'll recognize,” said Gervasi.
“it's the story of a man who just
couldn’t keep it tozether. With every-
tody Ye met, insofar as she observed,,
would become intensely involved
and quite committed. Then after a
t lime, he would flare up and get
2ry and say he was betraved. This
was a pattern that worked with his

body she knew him to be with,
“ITe just couldn’t keep anything go-

got a special dxspensatmn to visit Sol)-
zhenitsyn at the front. She writes of !
these times, and the book. will include
combat photographs that she took dur- |

a -chemist'~ and’

,.according to Gerva;,L isa. .

>ssional assoeiates, friends, every- -
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lieves that it was prxmarlly due to her'

During World War 11, Rez,hetovskaya ’

ing this period. (She is said to be quite
a good photographer and the publisher
hopes to have -mmany of her personal ’
photographs in the book.)

According to Gervasi, the author
states in the manuscript that she
helped Solzhenitsyn transcribe part of
“The Gulag Archipelago,”" Solzhenit-

syn’s just-published nonfiction account
of the - Soviet system of government.
terror as it operated from 1918 to-19385.
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In her manuseript,: Reshetovskaya

‘states that’ eight years after. Solzhenit-
"syn went to prison, she was dAvorced
and. remarrled in 1952, A year‘ later,
she _says, ‘when Solzhemtsyn was Te-
. leased from. prison, she  divorced her
-.'second "husband’ and remamed Sol-
zhenitsyn. o
© . There have been many reports oi
,emotxonal as well as. legal problems
- over the dissolution of their marriage.
. Solzhenitsyn has remarried. Reshetov-
skaya has not. “But-I don’t feel there
are- any - sour grapes thele”'Gervasx
- said.~*Of course, it could be- an-enor-
mously careful job of acting cool and
" being _fair, but -really. putting. him
down. . I-don't think though-that she

-would have bothered to go tfo the
Tengths of saying:-some of "the things
she does'say if:that were the case. She
really is pretty nice to him- “and she
does obvmusly respect h1m - “reat
deal.” :

Gervasi saxd the '1uthor had been
writing the manusecript for two year
and had completed it about-six weeki

ago. She kept diaries during the last 10
years of their marriage. <

© The publisher said’ 1t'chec&ed mJtl

the manuscript to make ‘certain that °
Reshetovskaya wrote it and ‘that it

came through the proper channels.
“There’s no-reason to think that shef :
didn’t. write it,” said Gervasi. “It seems

genuine on an emotional and psycho-

logical level. The way in which it was,
presented and the way in which it got

to us—right through to our nsgotiation

——was cdone: through normal sort of -

caritalistic channels.”
Gervasi confirmed,

“Solzhenitsyn has been a champion of|
freedom_of speech;” he sald, “but the

context in which he was a cnampmn ig(

within the context of great suppression!
by the Saviet govemment Since. thef
Soviet government is the one pointed;
at, obviously they would feel that bv'
detammﬂ Bolzhenitsyn—if this book
should do that, and I don't think it will
—-the result is thaL they come out a 111:!

however,, that -
there is no reason to doubt that the So-!

viet government would consider it val-|
uable to- have the book published.|

x%sy/\'

tle better. I.think‘they are interested‘
in seeing it published quickly becanse !
they think that will offset some badr
publicity, which is nonsense. It

shouldn’t change zmythmg, because tae

author says in her book that what Sol-;
zhenitsyn is fighting for i3 very good |
and quite valid..

i
“I don’t think that she means thei

" book to be an attack on Solzhenitsyn. I |

do’t think the Soviet Umernmentr
would, be displeased if the American]

* publie fook it.sa an attack. but we're

not going to present it as an atfack.” - ,

Gervasi's conclusion is that it s not:
a political beok. He refers to it as an
intimate bhook. There are letters from
Solzhenitsyn quoted verbatim in. the

‘manuscript. *“The only problem about;

international copyright law iz that wel
may have to modify that and have hpr
paraphrase them,” said Gervasi. l

The manuscript-is: currently:- bemg*
“planned as a 236-page book, having two |
eight-page- Jnserts,_retamnd at- 56.95, i
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